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2018 PERTH ROYAL SHOW 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.27 pm]: Members may have noticed 
a bit of heightened excitement and a bit of extra buzz and energy around the Legislative Council today, and I know 
why that is. It is because in two sleeps, the 2018 Perth Royal Show will open. I encourage everyone to get along 
to the Royal Show this year. 

I will give members a little bit of background about the Perth Royal Show. The families that pioneered the state 
of Western Australia also founded the Royal Agricultural Society of Western Australia in 1831—so, in the very 
early days of the Swan River Colony. In its early years, the society’s meetings were held monthly at the 
Guildford Inn, which I think I heard Hon Simon O’Brien refer to earlier, and were usually attended by the then 
Governor, Sir James Stirling. Later, the meeting place became the Woodbridge Hotel. The society still enjoys the 
patronage and active support of the Governor of Western Australia. 

On 3 January 1834, at a historic meeting of the society, it was decided to hold an annual show. This show came to 
be known as the Fair and Cattle Show. The first Fair and Cattle Show was held on 7 November 1834. According 
to the society’s records at the time, the colony’s stock amounted to 307 cows, 96 working cattle, 97 bulls and 
steers, 3 545 sheep, 492 goats and 374 pigs. In 1890 the Governor advised that the Queen had granted permission 
for the society to assume the title of the Royal Agricultural Society of Western Australia. 

The Governor’s Cup is awarded each year to the exhibitor with the most points in the livestock exhibits, including 
sheep, cattle, horses, goats and alpaca, and rewards both excellence and consistency, while also promoting the 
quest for higher standards. The Governor’s Cup is by far the most prestigious award at the Perth Royal Show each 
year. I note that whoever wins the Governor’s Cup this year will have to prise it from the Squires family, who have 
won it the last five times, and I think they are seeking a record six in a row this year. 

Twelve years later, in 1902, in return for land the society held in Guildford, the state government granted RASWA 
a site of 34 acres—13.7 hectares—in Claremont. An artesian bore was quickly sunk and the site was cleared and 
levelled at a cost of £13 000. The first show at Claremont was in 1905, utilising the buildings from the old grounds 
in Guildford, with a newly erected exhibition hall and a bar. Prize money totalled £3 000 pounds and attendance 
topped 30 000 people. The original area granted to the society was 34 acres, or 13.7 hectares, and this was later 
increased to 52 acres, or 21 hectares, and then 75 acres, or 30.3 hectares. 

In 1927, RASWA signed a contract with the speedway to allow racing at the showgrounds. This led to the erection 
of safety fences and lights, as well as enlargement of the arena, to allow the racetrack to equal three laps to a mile. 
The speedway offices were located in the Musgroves Building, which was erected in 1930. The shift to Claremont in 
1905 more than quadrupled attendance at the show, and the number visiting the showgrounds for the state’s biggest 
annual community event has been growing ever since, peaking at over 460 000 people in 1997. The $1.8 million 
main arena was completed for the 2000 Perth Royal Show, making a big impact on visitors. It provides greatly 
improved public access and viewing areas, drawing attention to the main arena competitions and entertainment. 

So, in two days’ time, members can hold on tight as the 2018 IGA Perth Royal Show explodes into full carnival 
atmosphere to entertain more than 400 000 visitors over a fun-packed eight days of action and celebration, 
kicking off on the first day of the school holidays, 22 September, and running through to 29 September. Free 
entertainment is always a big part of the show, with so much on offer. Members cannot miss the racing and 
diving pigs; the AgVENTURE Trail, an interactive educational agricultural trail with lots of new activities, 
offers and prizes; Farm 2 Food, presented by the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development; 
and the IGA Cooking with Kids stage. Foodies will delight in the huge array of offerings at Taste WA. Capturing 
the best that WA has to offer and including winners from the recent Perth Royal Food Awards, with a menu 
compiled by one of the state’s most-loved and well-known chefs, Don Hancey, the offerings at Taste WA will 
be second to none. 

There will be an explosion of unbelievable skills and thrills every evening at 7.25 pm in the main arena. Witness 
the “Shattered Silence” monster truck; amazing mini dirt bikes from the One 10 Ministyle demo team; and the 
ASP FMX team of elite athletes, performing extreme acts of skill and daring as they backflip 30 feet in the air on 
motorbikes. Also not to be missed is the Flight Centre fireworks spectacular to finish off the night. 

I encourage all members to take the time to attend the 2018 IGA Perth Royal Show. I was at the showgrounds this 
morning, representing the Minister for Education and Training at the launch of the Farm Skills competition—
20 teams across the state competing for the mantle of the best skilled group of young people in the state. 
I congratulate Don Chipper and his committee for organising a great event. I also acknowledge Royal Agricultural 
Society president Paul Carter, his able deputy, Dave Thomas, and Peter Cooper for organising yet another fantastic 
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show. It will be worth the attendance fee. Please get along and make this the best Perth Royal Show ever. Thank 
you, members. 
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